
Thought for the Week
We are in the Church’s season of Epiphany, and 
the story we hear from John’s Gospel today is one 
of the “showings” of who Jesus is. As the fnal 
verse explains: “Jesus did this, the frst of his signs, 
in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his 
disciples believed in him.” 

John’s Gospel doesn’t recount the wise men’s visit 
to the stable. Instead, we have this story of the frst
“showing”. John has taken the marriage theme and
made it a sign of God’s reasserted promises to 
humankind. Just two chapters later, Jesus will tell 
the story of the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well 
(the traditional place for couples to meet) and how
an outcast woman is witness to the blessing of the 
water of eternal life. This theme – of the marriage 
between God and the world – is also here in our 
Gospel today. We can’t see the bride in the story. 
She is not mentioned, perhaps because we are that
bride, come to meet our bridegroom Jesus. There 
is the merest hint of this, although maybe it is 
enough to connect it with that wedding in 
Revelation, between the Lamb of God and those 
who worship.

The banquet in God’s kingdom for all people, for 
the whole of creation, is that place where enmity 
is over and sharing begins – where people who 
arrive as strangers depart as friends, where 
blessing is found in the simplest of things – good 
food shared with love and good drink shared with 
delight. To picture God’s banquet as a wedding 
feast invites us all to begin with a smile, a 
relaxation of the tension that we so often carry 
around with us, and which leads to dis-ease and 
disharmony between us and our fellow human 
beings. 

In today’s Gospel reading Jesus appears to be 
uncertain whether the time is right to show what 
God’s kingdom looks like. So his mother 
intervenes and the blessing of wonderful wine for 
everyone is given. As this story shows, God is not 
mean with blessing. The guests will have drunk a 
lot already and here is a further abundance – 
enough to last for days! When we meet in 
worship, do we do so in a spirit of joyful 
celebration, or is it a grudging display of piety? Is 
our sharing of God’s abundance too limited in our 
lives in our communities? Do we dare to make 
room for more people, and share with them in a 
spirit of delight and joy? Are we bold enough to let
God’s blessing alight on whom it will, rather than 
keep it for ourselves? This is the challenge of our 
Gospel today.

Intercessions
In the name of Jesus we pray for healing for

those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit, and
for those who care for them

Joan Pritchard, Alison Colin-Stokes, 
Peter, Beth Hirst, Lionel Hall, Mark, 

Lorna Sturney, Becky, Joyce Upward, Joseph,
Strat Liddiard, Karen, Lucy, Jenny,  

Betty Tripp, Derek White, 
Tracy Nicholls, Alice Pink,  

Barbara Shearman, Loretta, Paul Hanscombe,
Stanley and Gill Gibbons, Ivy Webb,

Crawford, Ralph and Zara Toop, Zac, 
The Lenaerts family, Jasmine, Michael, Alison,

Carol and Don Knott.

We remember those who have died recently,
and pray for their families and friends

especially
Patrick Dingle, Pat Lane, George Compton,

and Frederick Moffatt.

The Week Ahead
Mon 22 7.30 pm Radio Theatre rehearsing

St M
Tues 23   7.15 pm    Home Group  David 

and Peggy's 8028 3154. 
 7.30 pm Rock Choir St M

Weds 2410.30 am Holy Communion and 
coffee in Nondescripts    

11.00 am Bellringing AS
Thurs 25 1.00 pm Funeral of George 

Compton St M
  7.30 pm Bellringing St M and AS
7.30 pm Homegroup in Church 

AS
7.30 pm Standing Committee St M

Fri 26  3.00 pm Kneeler Group AS

 Next Sunday   Epiphany 3
10.30 am       Holy Communion  CC
10.30 am       Coffee then Altogether Worship
                      St M
10.30 am       Service of the Word AS

Malachi 3. 1-5                            GNB OT 906
Hebrews 2. 14-end                     GNB NT 265
Luke 2. 22-40                                GNB NT 73



Recruitment timetable for our new priest
Section 11 meeting – to be held the week 
beginning Monday 29 January.
Shortlist meeting – Sunday 4 March at 3 or 3.30
Interview dates – Tuesday 20 March for the 
interview(s) in the morning from approximately 
10.00 am.
Venues to be announced.

Made in Cornwall 
A play within a radio broad cast
In aid of the tower repair fund at All Saints Church
Minstead 
At St Michaels 
Friday February 9th and Saturday 10th at 7.30 pm 
Tickets £5 from Minstead Village Shop or Costa 
Coffee

St Michael's Pancake Supper
Tuesday February 13th 6.30 for 7.00 pm
 In  The Pine Room at the Community Centre
Tickets £8.50 ( £4 for 10’s and under) from
Betsy 8028 2362  Suzanne 8029 2414

A Spring Concert 
with The Marchwood Orchestra
Sunday 25th February at 4.00 pm
At St Michael’s
Tickets £10 on the door or from the offce 
8028 3175

February
4th February
9.30 am         Holy Communion  AS
10.30 am       YouChurch CC
11.00 am       Holy Communion and coffee
                      St M
11th Febrauary
10.30 am       Holy Communion  CC
10.30 am       Coffee then Morning Worship 

 St M
4.15 pm        Discussion Group and tea AS
6.00 pm         Evensong  AS

14th February Ash Wednesday
7.00 pm Benefce Holy Communion 

AS
18th February
9.30 am         Holy Communion  AS
11.00 am       Holy Communion and coffee
                      St M
6.00pm          Sunday at Six CC

25th February
10.30 am       Holy Communion  CC
10.30 am       Coffee then Altogether Worship
                      St M
10.30 am       Service of the Word ASNGLA in
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 21st January    Epiphany 3
Welcome to our gathering today!  
If you wish to know more about the activities of 
our churches, please talk to one of the welcomers,
call the Benefce Offce (8028 3175) email us  
benefce@newforestparishes.com 
or look us up on Facebook, or the website 
(www.newforestparishes.com).

Today's Services
9.30 am         Holy Communion  AS
11.00 am       Holy Communion and coffee
                      St M
6.00pm          Sunday at Six CC

Collect 
Almighty God, 
whose Son revealed in signs and miracles 
the wonder of your saving presence: 
renew your people with your heavenly grace, 
and in all our weakness 
sustain us by your mighty power; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.     Amen.

Today’s Readings         
Genesis 14. 17-20                         GNB OT 14
This ancient text is one of hospitality and
blessing on Abram, who is soon to become
Abraham.

Revelation 19:6-10                     GNB NT 312
The blessing here is the marriage blessing, not
just for the Lamb and the bride, but for all
who worship God.

John 2:1-11                                 GNB NT 114
Another wedding and another blessing: this
time it is water into wine, poverty into riches,
exclusion into embrace.

                               

http://www.newforestparishes.com/

